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August 7, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

As a school administrator, I have made some challenging decisions in my career, but this decision 

about the education of our district students during this global pandemic has definitely been the 

most difficult. As a parent, this current situation threatening the health and safety of our children 

and families, can be frightening and overwhelming. No one has ever faced what our parents, 

guardians, students, teachers, administrators, Board of Education and staff are going through right 

now.  

 

As you know, our district made a united decision to begin the school year in a remote learning 

setting. We moved forward with this decision after speaking with local and state health officials, 

reviewing state and national health guidelines for schools, looking inward at our staff and student 

at risk populations, and being aware of the increasing COVID case numbers in our immediate area. 

There were also significant logistical challenges related to an in-person re-opening.  

Granite City is a strong and united community, and I am truly proud to be a part of it. I appreciate 

your patience and flexibility during this unprecedented time. Please know that I will always have 

your children’s best interest at the forefront of my decisions.  

 

With this remote learning decision for our district children we have established the following:  

 

 Monday, August 24th is the first official day of the 2020-2021 school year. Families will be 

hearing from their school building principals and teachers in the coming 2 weeks as we plan 

to begin the school year with remote learning.  

 

 Granite City CUSD has greatly improved its on-line learning platform utilizing Google 

classroom for grades 3-12.  

 

 All GCSD9 teachers have been supplied with lap tops to help build both on-line and remote 

curriculum that will best address student needs.  

 

 Teachers will have virtual office hours at their building from 9:00 am-2:00 pm Monday 

through Friday, and may be contacted via e-mail or school phone. Individual classroom 

teachers may contact parents with alternative contact options as well. School buildings 

continue to be closed to the public.  

http://www.gcsd9.net/
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 At this point in time, district Chromebook devices have been delayed due to the shipment 

being rejected at US customs, but we are expecting delivery by the end of August. At the 

start of school, students in grades 7-12 will receive individual Chromebooks. Until the 

expected shipment arrives, each household that has students in grades 3-6, will receive one 

Chromebook. When the Chromebook shipment arrives, individual students Chromebooks 

will be distributed.  

 

 For Grades K-2 we are working on a grant towards purchasing Chromebooks for each 

student as well. Until that time, their remote learning will involve consistent parent/teacher 

communication, on-going student engagement, grade level appropriate curriculum and 

assessments, and provided to parents and guardians through bus transportation or building 

pick-up. 

 

 Food Service: Breakfast and lunch will be provided on Monday’s (Monday and Tuesday 

meals) and Wednesday’s (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday meals).  This will be done 

through regular school district bus routes. The Granite City School District has partnered 

with the TWIGS program and they will have locations throughout Granite City in addition to 

school district bus routes where they will be set up to provide meals to ensure we reach as 

many students as possible. 

 

 Extracurricular activities are being considered by the Board of Education with more 

information forthcoming.  

 

With this initial information provided to the families, I hope this will ease your concerns about your 

child’s education. There are no specific or perfect answers in this time of uncertainty. It is my job to 

continually fight to create conditions under which our children can succeed. Like you, I can only 

promise to proceed in good faith and will continue to trust in our excellent educators and staff to 

provide what students need to learn during this difficult time in our history.  

 

Any additional information, as received, will be forthcoming. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Ms. Stephanie M. Cann, Ed.S. 

Superintendent of Schools 
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